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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGE 
WASHINGTON,D.C, 20505 


28 May 1976 


Mr. William P. Bundy 
Foreign Affairs 

58 East 68th Street -, 
New York, New York 1002] 


Dear Bill: 


Some time ago I promised you a reply to your thoughtful 
letter. It has taken longer than I expected because the concern 
you express inspired me to ask for a review of our situation. 


Your thesis as we understand it is that the overt, analytic | 
side of the Agency should be organizationally divorced from the 
clandestine. This would open the door to a reestablishment of 
close links between intelligence analysis and the intellectual 
resources of the universities. Confronting this, we have asked 
ourselves four questions. What is the present state of these 
relationships? What improvements could be achieved by the divorce 
you propose? What would be its costs? Would the costs be worth 
the gain? 


Let me say at the beginning that our problem of standing 
with the "mainstream" is much narrower in one sense and much 
broader in another than you imply. 


It is narrower because the opposition in principle to 
clandestine operations is aimed mainly at covert action, and is 
confined to a relatively smal] but highly articulate and in- 
Fluential group. These critics are strongest in the major 
universities, and strongest there in the Establishment ones. 
With a few exceptions, they represent the liberal arts and 
social sciences rather than the physical sciences, and within 
the social sciences they do not include many scholars of Com- 
munist societies. On the other hand, your "mainstream" strongly 
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